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Course overview. Norms are an important part of the internati@ystem, but it is hard to
understand why they exist, how they work, whoseretts they serve, and what difference they
make. The puzzle is especially striking in the aafdeuman rights norms. International human
rights is a powerful idea in our time, but also tbeus of numerous controversies. As a body of
law it is produced primarily by governments; asodyof norms, by civil society. It not only
embodies a set of ideals but also functions adiigabtool, which different forces try to bend to
their own ends. Human rights advocacy is a floumgland diverse field, but it is difficult to
show whether, and how, such advocacy affects thawer of governments and improves the
lives of people on the ground.

The course analyzes the struggle over human raghgsprocess of norm contestation and
norm change. We look at the laws and institutitvas tlefine human rights as an international
regime, in the context of key intellectual contrmsies and political puzzles surrounding human
rights theory and practice. The course examinesdwariety of actors promote the
development and application of human rights noimsloing so, it analyzes some of the
challenges of contemporary human rights advocacy.

Assignments. The course grade will be based on the followisgjgnments.

(1) Due September 25: an email to your designéésathing Fellow sketching your idea
for an Explorations or Policy Paper; ungraded.

(2) Due October 5: Explorations or Policy Paper,; pages double-spaced; see memo at
the end of the syllabus for requirements for thesgers; worth 2/7 of course grade.

(3) Posted October 14 and due October 21: takemoioiterm; worth 1/7 of course
grade.

(4) Due November 13: an email to your designateaiching Fellow sketching your idea
for an Explorations or Policy Paper; ungraded.

(5) Due November 23: Explorations or Policy Paper; pages double-spaced; see memo
at the end of the syllabus for requirements foséheapers; worth 2/7 of course grade.



(6) Posted December 14 and due December 21: taleehnal exam; worth 2/7 of course
grade.

Grading Standards. B+ is a good grade, meaning that a writing assigrimas completed in
accordance with the instructions, or that the atra@swer was given on an exam. Moving up
towards an A, the work is characterized by morerimfation, more insight, greater clarity, or
other distinguishing features beyond adequatdlfuéint of the requirement. Moving down from
a B+, an answer is incomplete, or an essay is anoleimprecise at certain points, or is not
clearly organized, or contains a level of technwating errors that interferes with reader
comprehension.

Writing Centers. For your essays, we encourage you to use the Caduemid Barnard Writing
Centers. You can find out more about the centedsnaake appointments at
http://www.college.columbia.edu/core/uwp/writingater andhttp://writing.barnard.edu/

Extension policy. You should complete assignments by the due tiegeso that you can keep
up with your work in this and other classes, armbad so that you can cultivate a professional
habit of turning in work on time. However, we cawyde extensions of reasonable length, if
needed for a good reason, for the first three asstgts. Please email the instructor to ask for
the extension; give the reason; and specify the alatwhich you intend to hand in the work, so
that we can keep a record of extensions granted.

The situation is different with any work still ovgrat the end of the semester, including
the final exam. Because the registrar's computstesy requires all course grades to be
submitted together by a deadline set by the regisire have to submit a grade for each student
at that time. Policies vary somewhat by school,ibbgeneral we cannot submit an Incomplete
without the permission of your dean. If we don’véall your work completed by that time, we
can submit an AR (administrative referral) in sasnkools, UW (unauthorized withdrawal) in
other schools, or a letter grade, which would geificantly impacted by missing work.

Human Rights Advocates and Alliance for Historical Dialogue and Accountability Fellowsin
residence. As you pursue your outside projects you may waspet in touch with some of the
Human Rights Advocates and AHDA Fellows who aresgidence this semester at the Institute
for the Study of Human Rights. For more informatseehttp://humanrightscolumbia.org/hrap
andhttp://humanrightscolumbia.org/ahda

Readings and Materials. The syllabus divides the reading assignments iRexjtired” and
“Recommended,” so that you have an idea of whielirgy is essential. But you should not limit
your reading to the Required category. You shoeétiras much of the Recommended reading as
you can. One useful way to do this is to seledagetopics on which you will read more
intensively than others.
The following books are available for purchaseapgrback at Book Culture (536 West
112th Street). Purchase is optional.
Jack DonnellyUniversal Human Rights in Theory and Pracfi¢éird Ed. (Ithaca: Cornell
University Press, 2013)
Mary Ann GlendonA World Made New: Eleanor Roosevelt and the Unaldbeclaration
of Human RightgNew York: Random House, 2001)




Aryeh Neier,The International Human Rights Movement: A Hist@tsinceton: Princeton

University Press, 2012)

Library copies are on reserve at Lehman LibraryheDassigned readings, including
journal articles and book chapters, are availabl&é “Library Reserves” section of the website
for this course on Courseworks (www.courseworksutddia.edu), except for readings for which
URL links are provided in the syllabus; those regdican be accessed by clicking on those links
from the syllabus page of Courseworks.

Please subscribe to the Human Rights Watch weeklydup. To subscribe, go to the
organization’s main webpage (www.hrw.org) and lémkthe blue banner below the upper right
corner labeled “Sign Up For Our Newsletter.”

Sections. The teaching fellows will offer weekly discussisections. Attendance and
participation in these sessions will not be a congmb of your course grade. Nevertheless, you
should attend. The discussion sections offer grokpnity to ask questions and engage in
discussion about topics covered in lecture antieérassigned readings. Teaching fellows will
also offer weekly office hours.

TOPICS & READINGS

September INTRODUCTION AND COURSE OVERVIEW
PART I. THE NORMS

September 14 & 16INTELLECTUAL HISTORY OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS IDEA

Required:

Aryeh Neier,The International Human Rights Movement: A Hist@sinceton:
Princeton University Press, 2012), Chs. 1-3, 13

Recommended:

Stephen Hopgood;he Endtimes of Human Riglftthaca: Cornell University Press,
2013),Ch. 1

Makau Mutua, “Savages, Victims, and Saviors: Theddeor of Human Rights,”
Harvard International Law Journad2:1 (Winter 2001), pp. 201-245

September 21 & 23HUMAN RIGHTS AS INTERNATIONAL LAW

Required:

Neier,MovementChs. 4-5

Recommended:

John R. Bolton, “Is There Really ‘Law’ in Internatial Affairs?”Transnational Law
and Contemporary Problemi® (2000), 1-47

Louis Henkin,How Nations Behave: Law and Foreign Poli&gcond Ed. (NY:
Columbia University Press, 1979), Chs. 3-4

Harold Hongju Koh, “Transnational Legal ProcesseAfbeptember 11" Berkeley
Journal of International Lav22 (2003-2004), pp. 337-354

September 28 & 30THE UDHR, THE COVENANTS, AND MAJOR TREATIES: WHAT
DO THEY SAY?




Required:

25+ Human Rights DocumenfiiY: Columbia University Center for the Study of
Human Rights, 2001), downloadable frémip://humanrightscolumbia.org/publicatiomead
the “Universal Declaration of Human Rigfitthe “International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights,” the “International Covenant ondaomic, Social and Cultural Rights,” the
“Convention on the Prevention and Punishment ofdhme of Genocide,” the “Convention
against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degigadreatment of Punishment,” the
“Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees #re “Protocol Relating to the Status of
Refugees” — or you can read all these texts onloveexample on the website of the UN
High Commissioner for Human Right$tp://www.ohchr.org/EN/Pages/WelcomePage.aspx
Also please read the Convention on the Rights cdd®es with Disabilities
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRPD/Pages/ConwgrRightsPersonsWithDisabilities
.aspx which is too recent to be included2b+ Human Rights Documents

Recommended:

Mary Ann GlendonA World Made New: Eleanor Roosevelt and the Unalers
Declaration of Human Righ{@NY: Random House, 2001), Chs. 1, 4, 5, 9, 10Ekdogue

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner uman Rights: look at
http://www?2.ohchr.org/english/law/ and explore sooh¢he links to get an overview of the
UN human rights system in its normative aspect

PART II. THE HUMAN RIGHTS REGIME

October 5, 7, and 14HE HUMAN RIGHTS REGIME: INSTITUTIONS AND
PROCESSES

Guest speaker, October 14: Felice Gaer, Diredtmmb Blaustein Institute for the
Advancement of Human Rights; member, United St@@smission on International Religious
Freedom; Independent Expddnited Nations Committee Against Torture.

Required:

Committee against Torture
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CAT/Pages/CATIndespx please explore the website in
preparation for Felice Gaer’s talk

Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhupradegrading Treatment or
Punishment (1987http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Professionalinterest/PaGésl.aspx

Neier,MovementChs. 6-11

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner uman Rights: look at
www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/ and explore soméeflinks to get an overview of the UN
human rights system in its institutional aspect

Recommended:

Karen J. Alter;The New Terrain of International Law: Courts, Piglé, Rights
(Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 20t8%e studies of court cases contained on
pp. 260-273, 306-310, and 315-323

Emma Gilligan, “Redefining Humanitarian Intervemtid he Historical Challenge of
R2P,”Journal of Human Right$2:1 (January-March, 2013), pp. 21-39

Andrew J. Nathan, “China and International Humaghi®&s: Tiananmen’s Paradoxical
Impact,” in Jean-Philippe Béja, edhe Impact of China’s 1989 Tiananmen Massacre
(London: Routledge, 2010), pp. 206-220



Kenneth Roth, “Defending Economic, Social, and @nalt Rights: Practical Issues
Faced by an International Human Rights OrganizdtiorDaniel A. Bell and Jean-Marc
Coicaud, edsEthics in Action: The Ethical Challenges of Inteinaal Human Rights
Nongovernmental Organizatioiew York: Cambridge University Press, 2007), pg0-1
180

Beth A. SimmonsMobilizing for Human Rights: International Law inohestic Politics
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2009), @h8s.

“Report on the mapping study on relevant actoitsuman rights protection,” FRAME
website http://www.fp7-frame.eu/wp-content/materiale/rep2-Deliverable-4.1.pdf

PART Ill. THE POLITICAL ORIGINS OF MODERN HUMAN RIG HTS

October 19 & 21.1S HUMAN RIGHTS POLITICAL? HUMAN RIGHTS AND U.S.
FOREIGN POLICY

Required:

Jack DonnellyUniversal Human Rights in Theory and Practi&acond Ed. (Ithaca:
Cornell University Press, 2003), Ch. 12

Michael Ignatieff, ed.American Exceptionalism and Human RigfRsinceton:
Princeton University Press, 2005), Chs. 1, 5, 6

Neier,MovementCh. 12

Thomas Risse, Stephen C. Ropp, and Kathryn Sikkid&,,The Power of Human
Rights(NY: Cambridge University Press, 1999), Chs. 17 3,

Recommended:

Michael McFaul, “Democracy Promotion as a World W&l The Washington Quarterly
28:1 (Winter 2004-05), pp. 147-163

Condoleezza Rice, “Rethinking the National Inter@sherican Realism for a New
World,” Foreign Affairs87:4 (July/August 2008), pp. 2-26

David SchefferAll the Missing Souls: A Personal History of theriZaimes Tribunals
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2012), Ghe

U.S. Human Rights Network, “Universal Periodic RewviJoint Reports United States of
America, “Executive Summary,” pp. 12-26, at
http://www.law.columbia.edu/ipimages/Human_Righisstitute/lUSHRN%20Human%20Ri
ghts%20Report.pdf.

October 26 & 28CULTURAL RELATIVISM AS A PROBLEM FOR UNIVERSAL
HUMAN RIGHTS
Lecturer, October 28: Sandra Sirota
Required:
Donnelly,Universal Human Righ{<hs. 6-10
Bilahari Kausikan, "Asia's Different Standard," afuyeh Neier, "Asia's Unacceptable
Standard,'Foreign Policy(Fall 1993), pp. 24-41, 42-51
“Statement on Human Rights”, Executive Board, Ameami Anthropological
Association American AnthropologisiNew Series, Vol. 49, No. 4, Part 1 (Oct. - Dec.,
1947), pp. 539-543
“African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights” &hlde Cairo Declaration on Human
Rights in Islam,”25+ Human Rights Documenisp. 121-129, 174-177




Zhou Qi and Andrew J. Nathan, “Political Systemghs, and Values,” in Nina
Hachigian, ed.Debating China: The U.S.-China Relationship in GamversationgNew
York: Oxford University Press, 2014), pp. 43-66

Recommended:

Lila Abu-Lughod,Do Muslim Women Need Savin@zambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 2013), Ch. 1

Liu Xiaobo and others, “Charter 08,” translatedR®rry Link, published in thRlew
York Review of Bookat http://www.cfr.org/publication/18073/, and ‘@INobel Peace Prize
for 2010” (award citation), at
http://nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/peace/laurea@igi/press.html

Makau wa Mutua, “The ldeology of Human Right¥jtginia Journal of International
Law 36:3 (Spring 1996), pp. 589-657

Richard A. Schweder, “Moral Realism without the iighentrism: Is It Just a List of
Empty Truisms,” in Andras Saj6, etHuman Rights with Modesty: The Problem of
Universalism(Leiden: Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, 2004), pp-882; for the assignment
read only pp. 94-102 although of course you cad tlea rest of the article if you wish.

PART IV. ADVOCATES: CONTESTING, EXPANDING, AND APPL YING RIGHTS

November 4 & 1IWOMEN’'S HUMAN RIGHTS

Guest speaker, Nov. 11: Charlotte Burfehnding Director and Senior Scholar, Center

for Women's Global Leadership, Rutgers University

Required:

Clifford Bob, ed.,The International Struggle for New Human Rig{Rkiladelphia:
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2009), Chs. 45&nd

Charlotte Bunch, “Women’s Rights as Human Rightsyard a Re-Vision of Human
Rights,”Human Rights Quarterl§2:4 (Novembef990), pp. 486-498

“Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Dismination Against Women” and
“Convention on the Rights of the Child,” #+ Documents

CEDAW Committee General Recommendation 19,
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/recommemaatirecomm.htm#recom19

Neil A. Englehart and Melissa K. Miller, “The CEDAWffect: International Law's
Impact on Women's RightsJournal of Human Right&014), 13:1, pp. 22-47

Patrick F. Fagan, “How U.N. Conventions on Womaearidg Children’s Rights
Undermine Family, Religion, and Sovereigntyfie Heritage Foundation Backgroundso.
1407, February 5, 2001,
http://www.heritage.org/Research/InternationalOrgations/BG1407.cfm

Recommended:

Charlotte Bunch, with Peggy Antrobus, Samanthatrand Niamh Reilly,
“International Networking for Women’s Human Rigfitsy Michael Edwards and John
Gaventa, edsGlobal Citizen Actior{Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner, 2001), pp. 217-229

Mark Ensalaco and Linda C. Majka, ed3hjldren’s Human Rights: Progress and
Challenges for Children Worldwid®owman and Littlefield, 2005), Chs. 1 and 2

Together, ApartHuman Rights Watch, June 11, 2009, by Scott Long,
http://www.hrw.org/en/node/83161/section/1

Reference:




J. Paul Martin and M. Lesley Carson, efflggmen and Human Rights: The Basic
DocumentgNew York: Center for the Study of Human Rights9&p
http://humanrightscolumbia.org/publications

November 9HUMAN RIGHTS ADVOCATES

The guest speakers will be Human Rights Advodatessidence at Columbia’s Institute
for the Study of Human Rights. Read about thefrttat//humanrightscolumbia.orghtroduced
by Stephanie Grepo, Director, Human Rights Adva&egram

November 16 ALLIANCE FOR HISTORICAL DIALOGUE AND ACCOUNTABILITY
FELLOWS

The guest speakers will be Visiting Scholars inADA program at Columbia’s
Institute for the Study of Human Rights. Read altbem at
http://humanrightscolumbia.org/ahdbntroduced by Ariella Lang, Director, Alliance for
Historical Dialogue and Accountability, Instituterfthe Study of Human Rights

November 18 & 2BUSINESS AND HUMAN RIGHTS

Required:

John Gerard Ruggidust Business: Multinational Corporations and Hunkights
(N.Y.: W. W. Norton, 2013), Introduction, Ch. 4

Deborah Spar, “Spotlight on the Bottom Line: Howr@wations Export Human
Rights,” Foreign Affairs 77:2 (March/April 1998), pp. 7-12

UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights,
http://www.ohchr.org/documents/publications/GuigingciplesBusinesshr_en.pdf

Recommended:

Amnesty Internationahttp://www.amnestyusa.org/our-work/issues/busirsess-
human-rightsreview sections on the UN Norms for Business @mdlien Torts Claims Act
(ATCA); look at some of the campaigns Amnesty hesighed and how they are focused

Review the website, http://www.business-humanrigings Please look in particular at
material under the “Getting Started” tab of the sreh

Institute for Global Labour and Human Rightsttp://www.globallabourrights.orgfead
one of their current reports

United Nations Global Compact,
http://www.unglobalcompact.org/AboutTheGC/TheTenPBiples/index.html, read the ten
principles

November 25 & 30 & December INDIGENOUS PEOPLES AND HUMAN RIGHTS
Speaker, November 25: Elsa Stamatopoulou, Direbtdigenous Peoples' Rights
Program, Institute for the Study of Human Rightdjukct Professor, Center for the Study of
Ethnicity and Race & Department of Anthropology,J@obia University; formerly Chief,
Secretariat of the Permanent Forum on Indigenaugets United Nations
Required:
S. James Anaydndigenous Peoples in International LgiNew York: Oxford
University Press, 1996), Ch. 3, 4
Will Kymlicka, Multicultural Odysseys: Navigating the New Inteiinatl Politics of
Diversity (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007), Chs. 2-4




Elsa Stamatopoulou, “Taking Cultural Rights Serigughe Vision of the UN
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples3tephen Allen and Alexandra Xanthaki,
eds.,The UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Ref®xford: Hart, 2011), pp. 387-
412

“United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Ingligus Peoples,” 13 September 2007,
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIES pdf

Recommended:

“1994 Draft Declaration of Principles of Human Rigland the Environment,”
https://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/instree/1994-dec.htm

Michael C. Davis, “The Quest for Self-Rule in Tifjetournal of Democracy8:4
(October 2007), pp. 157-171

Romina Picolotti and Jorge Daniel Taillant, edlinking Human Rights and the
EnvironmentiTucson: University of Arizona Press, 2003), Ch<2, 5

Reference:

Please look at the website of the UN Permanentriramnu Indigenous Issues,
http://www.un.org//esa/socdev/unpfii/index.html

December 7 & SREFUGEE RIGHTS

Required:

“Convention Relating to the Status of Refugeest drotocol Relating to the Status of
Refugees,” irR5+ Documents

“Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement” (Delagnciples), United Nations, 2001,
http://www.unhcr.org/43celcff2.html

Please consult the website of the UN High Commissidor Refugees and read through
the tabs under “About Us,” and more if possilbigtp://www.unhcr.org/cgi-
bin/texis/vtx/home

Recommended:

Hannah ArendtThe Origins of Totalitarianism\lew Edition (New York: Harcourt,
1966), Ch. 9

December 14STUDENT PANEL: DOES HUMAN RIGHTS MAKE A DIFFERENCE?

*kkkkkk

Explanation of Essay Types

Each of the two essays makes up 2/7 of your cayreme. Each may be either of two types: an
Explorations Paper or a Policy Paper. If you wisth essays can be of the same type. Each paper
should be 5-7 pages double-spaced.

The advice given here is not an outline for yasag, but rather a list of aspects that should
normally be touched upon. Each essay should haweeganization suited to its own topic and argument
and should present information and arguments iorder that makes logical sense to the reader and
avoids repetition. The list of aspects is mosselp adapted to papers that explore some kind mwigimu
rights abuse, but your paper doesn't have to focuhat kind of topic. You could look at an
organization or institution, an individual, a huméghts advocacy project or campaign, an evengaty
or other norm, a historical puzzle, and so on.

Please write for an open-minded but skepticaleea®o not assume, for example, that the
reader automatically shares your view that a pagicsituation represents a human rights violatibat
is something that you need to demonstrate witluieeof evidence and analysis. Perhaps the anewer t



the question you have posed is unclear: if so,caudraw that conclusion. In this writing exercibe
premium is placed on analysis that meets acaddandards of logic, evidence, and argument, rather
than on moral, emotional, or polemical responsehldcituations described.

Please use any standard citation format to idewtifir sources (footnotes or in-text citations with
a Works Cited section, or any other standard format

It is less important to follow these guidelinescmanically than to present a paper that stands on
its own as well-reasoned and well-written. Eacpepavill have its own characteristics, so the glings
we give you here are only general and indicati?ease feel free to ask the instructor or TF dtiother
advice.

Explorations Paper. In this kind of essay you identify and examine gi¢mf interest to you
that is related in some way to the course. Tha isléo pick a topic you want to know more aboanth
you can learn from the material presented in thesen The most successful essay of this type will n
merely present information but will develop a qi@sttheme, or puzzle and will be structured as an
analysis of or an argument about this questiom#jer puzzle. The essay will be organized acogrdi
to the logic of that theme.

You should normally touch on the following pointsit can ignore those that don't fit your theme,
and can go beyond them if you have additional thimgsay. You won't necessarily organize the egsay
the same order in which the points are listed here.

(1) Identify the issue and the theme, puzzle, or gaestssociated with this issue that you want to

address.

(2) Communicate to the reader why this issue is impoxainteresting — what gives significance to
this topic, what might motivate a reader to look,atvhat considerations frame and give meaning
to the theme or puzzle that you have identified.

(3) Describe the issue’s scope and frequency in gebgragime-type, temporal, socio-
demographic, or other terms, as appropriate.

(4) If you are writing about a violation, identify tlsense in which it is a human rights violation if
that's what you think it is: i.e., explain whicltiate of what covenant it violates or what norms it
contradicts. If you are writing about an advocaasnpaign, likewise make sure to identify the
human rights focus of the campaign. Whether aqadi issue is a human rights issue is
sometimes controversial: if so, give informationtmth sides of the debate.

(5) If you are writing about a violation, identify botthe rights violator(s) and the persons who are
subject to the violation. If you are writing abaut advocacy campaign, identify who is running
the campaign and whose behavior the campaignimgtty influence.

(6) Explain what you have been able to find out abletdauses and consequences of the violation,
about the motivations for and impact of the campadgc.

(7) Identify political, social, cultural, economic other factors that appear to contribute to its
occurrence, prevalence, continuation, increasdeorease.

(8) Critically assess biases or shortcomings in thermétion sources used to research the topic.

(9) Address other points that you think are importantbich your analysis is likely to have raised
in the reader’s mind.

If your topic is not a rights violation, it mightla law or norm, or an institution or group, or an
historical event or force, or one of many othergilde subjects. In each case the idea is to selvhy it's
interesting and what you found out, and to protigeinformation that a sympathetic but skepticablex
would want to know. Sometimes you can't find A information that you know your reader would like
— if s0, you should say so.

Policy Paper. This kind of essay is an “explorations paper plasd as such is more difficult than
an explorations paper and should be undertakencaittion. A policy paper does what an explorations
paper does, but additionally recommends a polisygihed to address the human rights deficit, viofati
issue, or problem that you are describing. Ilteighpps the most tempting kind of paper to writeabhee
we all want to make the world a better place. Big also the hardest, because it needs to graptiie
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the real-world problem of making a situation bettahich is likely to be difficult; if it was easy would
already have been done. In the essay, you should:

(1) Identify a specific aspect of a human rights probtbat you intend to address. By referring to an
“aspect” we are trying to suggest that you keepptiqger narrow so that the subject is
manageable. If your topic involves a violation, meed to know whose rights are being violated,
who is doing the violating, the geographic or otbawpe conditions of the violation, the reasons
why the situation you are discussing violates imaépnal human rights norms, and some of the
causes of the problem. This is the same kindfofiimation contained in an explorations paper.
But having laid down that groundwork, you also needddress the following additional points.

(2) Identify an appropriate specific actor (an inteio@dl agency, government agency or branch,
political leader, NGO, etc.) to whom you addressry@commendation(s). This actor should be
one who has the power, authority, capability, amdivation to implement the recommendations
that you are making.

(3) Spell out your recommendation(s). The recommendgdraor policy should be one that the
actor is not already doing, that is feasible taycaut, and that has a reasonable likelihood of
achieving a desired effect or outcome. The recondgeimm could involve a change not in policy
itself but in the way a policy is implemented satth is more effective.

(4) Provide arguments that might motivate your targétrato put your recommendations into effect
(these could include normative arguments, but shalglo include arguments about why it is in
the actor’s interest to implement the recommendajio

(5) Realistically assess the potential obstacles téeimentation and explain how the actor whom
you are addressing can overcome these obstaclgswifo will be opposed to the recommended
policy? Why hasn’t it been adopted already? WHhilitveost? What are prospects/options for
neutralizing opposition? How might your proposdéef other, related issues in the context(s) in
which the problem occurs?

In short, a policy paper should not simply identifgesirable state of affairs (“this problem shduéd
solved”) but should provide a plausible real-warddd-map to improving the situation on the ground.

Not every policy paper has to address a violatidau could recommend a speech, a treaty,
legislation, ratification of a treaty, a researchjgct, etc. But in every case the general priedgpto
make the proposal realistic by showing who wouldtgahy, and what it would achieve.

Connecting your paper topic to the subject of theaurse. There are many issues of concern in
the world that are not necessarily covered, orcleatrly covered, by the international human rigtdems
that we are studying in this course. It is impartadink your paper topic to the international ham
rights norms. That, however, by itself, is not Ulsusufficient to generate a strong paper; normally
paper will have a theme, argument, or puzzle thasdeyond that one basic point.

One can imagine a paper that takes a problem winbsge to international norms is
guestionable (an example might be the right to syatea problem with regard to which the meaning of
the international norm is problematic (e.g., thntito the highest attainable standard of heahid) a
spends the whole paper analyzing what the intenmaltinorms mean or how the international norms
apply. Usually such a paper is not merely speadatr philosophical but looks at General
Recommendations of Treaty Bodies, decisions ofri@atiional human rights courts (like the European
Court of Human Right), Human Rights Watch repddis, Declarations, law school journals, or other
relevant conventional law and soft law.

But there will also be many papers in which youchtmespend only a sentence or two
establishing that problem X or issue Y is indeddiaan rights problem or issue under international
norms, and having thus grounded the topic, you @golon to spend the bulk of your paper addressing
some question about that human rights issue, sualihg does the problem exist, why it is hard to
eradicate, how a particular NGO is addressingity hdvocates have gone about trying to address the
problem, etc.

An example that could go either way would be Ferseaital Mutilation (FGM). On the one
hand, one could write a paper addressing whetligpitis not a violation under international human
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rights law. On the other hand, one could write pepavhich establishes briefly that FGM is a viaati

(you could cite the CEDAW and perhaps also GeriRegbommendation No. 19 of the UN Committee on
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Agast Women) and then goes on from there to discuss
an issue related to it, such as the work of orgditins opposing it, the reasons why the practisebleagn

so prevalent and why it seems to be hard to erdioathe cultural experiences surrounding thattice
within certain immigrant communities in the UnitSthtes.



