WEST CHESTER UNIVERSITY
Graduate Social Work Department

SWG 590: Special Topic

Human Rights and Social Work: Responding to Domestic and International Crises

Syllabus
I. Course Instructor: 
Christina Chiarelli-Helminiak, MSW, PhD

II. 
Credit Hours: Three graduate credit hours

III. 
Course Description: 

This course will provide the theoretical, conceptual, and practical foundation for social workers to engage in a human rights-based approach to social work.  Students will gain an understanding of how the international human rights principles can be applied to social work practice in domestic and international settings, particularly in crisis situations.  A number of historical and current cases from a variety of countries will be used to examine how social workers can both advocate for and respect human rights in a manner that promotes recovery, resiliency, and capacity building.
In Spring 2017, this course will focus on the human rights and social work implications of the first 100 days of the Trump presidency.  Students will be actively engaged in observing the political processes and advocating for the realization of social justice and human rights through policy advocacy.

Please note: As this course is based on current events, the assignments and readings are subject to change due to the evolution of the presidency and social welfare policies.

IV.
Texts
Required:

Libal, K. R, & Harding, S. (2015). Human rights-based community practice in the United States. New York: 
Springer.

Recommended:

Androff, D. (2016). Practicing rights: Human rights-based approaches to social work practice. New York: Routledge.
Wronka, J. (2008). Human rights and social justice: Social action and service for the helping and health 

professionals. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage
V. 
Assignments.

It is strongly suggested each student select one social welfare policy to focus on through the semester in each of the following assignments.  Each assignment is designed to build up the students' learning from the previous assignment.
Interviews 
Each student will interview a recipient of a social welfare policy and a professional advocate working to advance and/or protect the same social welfare policy.  Phone or Skype interviews are acceptable, but not preferred.  The summary of each interview should be 1-2 pages and include the questions asked during the interviews as an appendix.
Newsletter 
Each student will develop a 2 page maximum newsletter on a social welfare policy of their choice for distribution.  The newsletter should provide information on the current status of the policy and what social workers can do to advance and/or protect the policy.

Letter to Elected Official 
Each student will write a professional letter to an elected official of their choice.  The 1 page letter should provide the elected official with information on the current status of a social welfare policy and what the elected official can do to advance and/or protect the policy.  The letter can be a follow-up to any elected official the student met with during Social Work Day on Capitol Hill.  Students should plan to e-mail or mail the letter to their elected official.

PhotoVoice 
Throughout the semester, students will be engaged in a PhotoVoice project which will culminate with a Community Exhibition during the last class.  PhotoVoice will give each student an opportunity to visually demonstrate the impact of social injustices, human rights violations, and social welfare policies.

VI. 
Course Outline: 
Each week, some class time will be allocated to troubleshoot specific questions and demonstrate how to find relevant policies, government documents, etc.  This portion of the class will be run as a “workshop” to build students' capacity to locate, identify, analyze, and apply human rights concepts and practices to specific social injustices, human rights violations, and/or social welfare policies. 

Class 1:  Introduction & Perspectives on Human Rights and Social Work
January 26:  President Trump Day 6 in Office

Topics: 
· Introduction to human rights and social work
· Social work as a human rights profession
· Political advocacy

· Identifying your "why"

READ IN ADVANCE:

Bent-Goodley, T. B. (2015). A call for social work activism. Social Work, 60(2), 101-103.
Hayes, C. M., Karpman, H., & Miller, J. (2016, December 1). Social work at the crossroads: How to resist the 
politics of a Donald Trump presidency. Retrieved from http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/social-
work-
at-the-crossroads-how-to-resist-the-politics_us_583f22ade4b0cf3f6455863a
Healy, L. (2008). Exploring the history of social work as a human rights profession. International Social Work, 
51(6), 735-748.

Recommended reading: 

Duarte, F. (2016, June). (Building) a political agenda for social work. Social Dialogue Magazine, 14, 18-20. Retrieved 
from http://social-dialogue.com/SDpdf/VOL.14.pdf

Hoefer, R. (2016). Getting involved. In Advocacy practice for social justice (pp. 43-61). Chicago: Lyceum.

Ife, J. (2016). Human rights and social work: Beyond conservative law. Journal of Human Rights and Social Work, 
1(1), 3-8.

Sinek, S. (2013). Start with why. Retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sioZd3AxmnE

Stay Woke. (2017). Resistance manual. Retrieved from https://www.resistancemanual.org/Resistance_Manual_Home

Steen, J. (2006). Roots of human rights advocacy and a call to action. Social Work, 51(1), 101-105.
Class 2:  Human Rights and Social Justice
February 2:  President Trump Day 13 in Office

Topics: 
· Human rights, social justice, and social work ethics
· U.S. Exceptionalism 

· Conducting interviews
READ IN ADVANCE:

Gatenio Gabel, S. (2015). Foreword. In K. R. Libal & S. Harding, Human rights-based approaches to community 
practice in the United States: A call to action (pp. v-xv). New York: Springer.
Bent-Goodley, T. B., Hopps, J. G. (2017). Social justice and civil rights: A call to action for social work. Social 

Work, 62(1), 5-8.

Wheeler, D. P., & McClain, A. (2015). International policy on human rights. In Social work speaks (10th ed.) (pp.
182-187). Washington, DC: National Association of Social Workers. 

Wronka, J. (2017). Introduction. In Human rights and social justice: Social action and service for the helping and 
health professionals (2nd ed.) (pp. 5-50). Los Angeles: Sage.
Recommended reading: 

Felderhoff, B. J., Hoefer, R., & Watson, L. D. (2015). Lining up to the code's exhortations? Social workers' political 
knowledge, source, expectations, and behaviors. Social Work, 61(1), 29-35

Gasker, J. A., & Fischer, A. C. (2014). Toward a context-specific definition of social justice for social work: In 

search of overlapping consensus. Journal of Social Work Values & Ethics, 11(1), 42-53.

Gatenio Gabel, S., & Mapp, S. (2016). Editorial. Journal of Human Rights and Social Work, 1(4), 1.
Human Rights Watch. (2012). United States. In World Report 2012, 1-9. Retrieved from 

http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/wr2012.pdf
International Federation of Social Workers. (2014). Statement of ethical principles. Retrieved from 

http://ifsw.org/policies/statement-of-ethical-principles/

National Association of Social Workers. (2017). Social workers stand up: 2017 social work month theme and rationale. 
Retrieved from 
https://www.socialworkers.org/pressroom/swmonth/2017/documents/SWM2017RationaleandLogo.pdf 

Class 3:  Rights-Based Approach 
February 9:  President Trump Day 20 in Office

Topics: 
· A rights-based approach to social work practice
· Collaborations with the media (traditional and modern)

READ IN ADVANCE:

The Atlantic. (2016, December 28). The Trump tweet tracker. Retrieved from 
https://www.theatlantic.com/liveblogs/2016/12/donald-trump-twitter/511619/ 


(Please note: you do not need to 
read this whole website, just read the introduction and then browse through how 
The Atlantic is tracking 
President Trump's Twitter account and then unpacking his tweets)
Homan, M. S. (2016). Getting the word out. In Promoting community change: Making it happen in the real world 
(6th ed.) (pp. 322-365). Boston: Cengage. 
Libal, K. R., & Harding, S. (2015). Human rights-based approaches to community practice in the United States: A 
call to action. In Human rights-based approaches to community practice in the United States (pp. 1-17). New 
York: Springer.
Ubinas, H. (2017, January 6). What is it about 'public' these officials don't get? Retrieved from 
http://www.philly.com/philly/columnists/helen_ubinas/20170106_Ubias__What_is_it_about__public__these
_officials_don_t_understand_.html
Recommended reading: 
Androff, D. (2016). A framework  for rights-based practice. In Practicing rights: Human rights-based approaches to 
social work practice (pp. 26-49). New York: Routledge.

Androff, D., & McPherson, J. (2014). Can human-rights based social work bridge the micro/macro divide? In K. R. Libal, 
S. M. Berthold, R. L. Thomas, & L. M. Healy (Eds.), Advancing human rights in social work education (pp. 39-
56).
Reichert, E. (2001). Move from social justice to human rights provides new perspectives.  Professional Development in 

Social Work: The International Journal of Continuing Social Work Education, 4(1), 5-13.
Class 4:  International and National Political Systems
February 16:  President Trump Day 27 in Office

Interview 1 due

Topics:

· U.S. Supreme Court nomination 

· United Nations Human Rights System

· Communicating with your elected officials
READ IN ADVANCE:

Cronin, M., Mama, R. S., Mbugua, C., & Mouravieff-Apostol, E. (2006). Social work and the United Nations. In N. 
Hall (Ed.), Social work: Making a world of difference (pp. 209-224). New York: International Federation of 
Social Workers.

Meko, T. Keating, D., Uhrmacher, K., & Stamm, S. (2016, March 7). Everything you need to know about 
appointing a Supreme Court justice. The Washington Post. Retrieved from 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/politics/scotus-nominees/ (Please note: While the introductory 
paragraph is outdated, the infographics below are relevant)

Pollack, D., & Rosman, E. (2012). An introduction to treaties for international social workers. International Social 
Work, 55(3), 417-427.
Roldan, K. (2016, December 22). Open letter to Trump from 17 Harvard doctor of education leadership candidates.
Retrieved from https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/open-letter-trump-from-17-harvard-doctor-education-
kelvin-roldan?trk=hp-feed-article-title-publish

Relevant international treaties:

United Nations. (1948). Universal declaration of human rights. Retrieved from http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/
United Nations. (1966). International covenant on civil and political rights. Retrieved from 
http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx
Recommended reading: 

Friedman, U. (2017, January 10). 'We have a problem': John Kerry on making policy by twitter. The Atlantic. Retrieved 
from https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2017/01/john-kerry-trump-authoritarian-twitter/512666/

International Federation of Social Workers. (2017, November 17). The social work role in building real democracy. Retrieved from
Pollack, D. (2007). Social workers and the United Nations: Effective advocacy strategies. International Social Work, 
50(1)113-119.

Supreme Court of the United States Blog. (2017). Retrieved from http://www.scotusblog.com/
Class 5:  Women's Rights
February 23:  President Trump Day 34 in Office

Topics:

· Women’s human rights

· Health and health care

· Workplace discrimination

· Introduction to PhotoVoice

READ IN ADVANCE:

Jewell, J. R., Collins, K. V., Gargotto, L., & Dishon, A. J. (2009). Building the unsettling force: Social workers and 

the struggle for human rights. Journal of Community Practice, 17, 309-322.

Libal, K. R., & Harding, S. (2015). Mobilizing for the right to health and health care. In Human rights-based 
approaches to community practice in the United States (pp. 19-37). New York: Springer.
Oden, M. (2013). Using photovoice to teach social issues with undergraduate social work students. Texas Public 
Health Journal, 65(4), 7-9.
Your choice of:

Keister, A. (2016, March 11). An update on paid sick leave and family leave in 2016. Retrieved from: 
https://onlabor.org/2016/03/11/an-update-on-sick-leave-and-family-leave-in-2016/

Klasing, A. (2017, January 5). Defunding Planned Parenthood is an attack on women's health. Retrieved from 
Human Rights Watch website: https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/01/05/defunding-planned-parenthood-
attack-womens-health
Relevant international treaties:

International Labor Organization. (1998). Declaration on fundamental principles and rights at work. Retrieved from 
http://www.ilo.org/declaration/thedeclaration/textdeclaration/lang--en/index.htm
United Nations. (1979). Convention on the elimination of all forms of discrimination against women. Retrieved from 

http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/text/econvention.htm 
United Nations. (1993). Declaration on the elimination of all forms of violence against women. Retrieved from 

http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/48/a48r104.htm
Recommended reading: 

Alkadry, M. G., & Tower, L. E. (2014). Women and public service: Barriers, challenges, and opportunities. Armonk, 
NY: M. E. Sharpe. 
Androff, D. (2016). Human rights-based approaches to health. In Practicing rights: Human rights-based approaches to 
social work practice (pp. 107-122). New York: Routledge.

Chilton, M., Rabinowich, J., Council, C., & Breaux. (2009). Witnesses to hunger: Participation through photovoice to 
ensure the right to food. Health and Human Rights, 11(1), 73-85.
Reichert, E. (2012) Women and the human rights framework. In L.M. Healy & R.J. Link (Eds.) Handbook of 
international social work: Human rights, development and the global profession (pp. 447-451). New York: Oxford University Press.
Suffix County District Attorney's Office. (n.d.). Now you see: A celebration of courageous kids. Retrieved from 
http://www.suffolkdistrictattorney.com/now-you-see/
United for Prevention in Passaic County. (n.d.). Facilitator's toolkit for a photovoice project. Retrieved from 
http://www.wpunj.edu/uppc/images/UPinPC+Photovoice+Facilitator+Toolkit+Final.pdf

Class 6:  LGBTI Rights
March 2:  President Trump Day 41 in Office

Interview 2 due
Topics:

· LGBTI Rights
· Non-discrimination and equality as human rights principles

· Tackling heterosexism as a human rights issue
· Protest as action

READ IN ADVANCE:
Amnesty International. (n.d.). The right to protest: Resource packet for staff and members. Retrieved from 
http://www.amnestyusa.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/protestresourcepacketweb.pdf
Chiarelli-Helminiak, C. M., & Eggers, M. (in press). Global issues. In C. Dente (Ed.), Social work with lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender and queer populations.
Difilippo, D. (2016, July 27). Assembling 'great wall of love' as bulwark against bigotry. Retrieved from Newsworks 
website http://www.newsworks.org/index.php/local/philadelphia/95802-assembling-great-wall-of-love-as-
bulwark-against-bigotry-video (Please watch the 2 minute video as well)
United Nations. (n.d.). International human rights law and sexual orientation and gender identity. Retrieved from 
https://www.unfe.org/system/unfe-6-UN_Fact_Sheets_v6_-
_International_Human_Rights_Law__and_Sexual_Orientation___Gender_Identity.pdf

Relevant domestic law and international principles:

General Assembly of North Carolina. (2016). House bill 2: Public facilities privacy & security 

act. Retrieved from http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015E2/Bills/House/PDF/H2v4.pdf
Yogyakarta principles: Principles on the application of international human rights law in relation to sexual orientation 


and gender identity. (2007). Retrieved from: http://www.yogyakartaprinciples.org/principles_en.pdf
Recommended reading: 

Bailey, G. (2011). Human rights and sexual orientation. In L.M. Healy & R.J. Link (Eds.), Handbook of 

international social work: Human rights, development and the global profession (pp. 464-471). New York: Oxford University Press.

Encarnación, O. G. (2014). Human rights and gay rights. Current History, 113(759), 36-39.

Flynn, E. (2016, August 1). A great wall of love on Locust Street. Retrieved from Mazzoni Center website 
https://www.mazzonicenter.org/blog/great-wall-love-locust-street 

Heller, P. (2009). Challenges facing LGBT asylum-seekers: The role of social work in correcting oppressive immigration 
processes. Journal of Gay & Lesbian Social Sciences 21, 294-308.

Howard, A. (2014, September 26). UN passes resolution on behalf of LGBT citizens around the world. Retrieved from 
http://www.msnbc.com/msnbc/un-passes-resolution-behalf-lgbt-citizens-around-the-globe

International Federation of Social Workers. (2014). Sexual orientation and gender expression. Retrieved from 
http://cdn.ifsw.org/assets/ifsw_102638-5.pdf

International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association. (2016, June). Sexual orientation laws in the world: 
Criminalisation. Retrived from 


http://ilga.org/downloads/04_ILGA_WorldMap_ENGLISH_Crime_May2016.pdf 

United Nations. (n.d.). Free and equal. Retrieved from https://www.unfe.org/

Wetzel, J. W. (2001). Human rights in the 20th century: Weren't gays and lesbians human? In M. 
E. Swigonski, R. Mama, 
& K. Ward (Eds.), From hate crimes to human rights: A tribute 
to Matthew Shepard (pp. 15-31). New York: 
Harrington Park Press.

Class 7:  Social Work Advocacy Day on Capitol Hill
March 9:  President Trump Day 48 in Office


Details for the trip will be provided in class
READ IN ADVANCE:
Congressional Research Institute for Social Work & Policy. (2013). Social work students advocacy day on the hill. 
Retrieved from http://crispinc.org/2017-student-advocacy-day-on-the-hill/

Council on Social Work Education. (2015). Advocacy handbook. Retrieved from 
http://www.cswe.org/file.aspx?id=63543
Indivisible Team. (2017). Indivisible guide: A practical guide for resisting the Trump agenda. Retrieved from 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5855a354cd0f68bab2089b40/t/58790a01725e2542825e284e/148432742
9455/IndivisibleGuide_2017-01-05_v1.pdf
Recommended reading: 

Homan, M. S. (2016). Lobbying for change. In Promoting community change: Making it happen in the real world 
(6th ed.) (pp. 522-548). Boston: Cengage. 

Millennial Against Oppression. (n.d.). MAO's guidebook for millennials in times of Trump. Retrieved from 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4kAV0e-b52kMXNSZVltcmx6MWs/view
Pritzker, S., & Lane, S. R. (2016). Political social work: History, forms, and opportunities for innovation. Social Work, 

62(1), 80-82.

Class 8:  Racism as a Human Rights Issue
March 23:  President Trump Day 62 in Office

Bring to class:

· Newsletter draft 

Topics:

· Black Lives Matter movement

· Criminal justice system reforms

· The resurgence of white nationalism 

· Developing PhotoVoice narratives

READ IN ADVANCE:
Hill, M. L. (2016). Nobody. In Nobody: Casualties of America's war on the vulnerable, from Ferguson to Flint and 
beyond (pp. 1-29). New York: Atria.
King, S. (2017, January 13). Rep. wants to ban social justice events at Arizona schools. Daily News. Retrieved from 
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/king-rep-ban-social-justice-events-arizona-schools-article-
1.2945382

Lane, T., Chiarelli-Helminiak, C. M., Bohrman, C., & Lewis, T. (2017). The teachable moment: Engaging students 
in social justice movements. Social Work Education: An International Journal.
Newkirk, P. (2014, June 22). Is white rage driving our racial divide? The Washington Post. Retrieved from 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/is-white-rage-driving-our-racial-divide/2016/06/22/fbeec9fc-
22a8-11e6-aa84-42391ba52c91_story.html?utm_term=.10fb8fab1343 (Please watch the 3 minute video as 
well)
Relevant international treaties:

United Nations. (1965). International convention on the elimination of all forms of racial discrimination. Retrieved from 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CERD.aspx

Recommended reading: 
Anderson, C. (2012). Eyes off the prize: The United Nations and the African American struggle for human rights, 1944-
1955. New York: Cambridge University Press. 

Anderson, C. (2014, August 29). Ferguson isn't about black rage against cops. It's white rage against progress. The 
Washington Post. Retrieved from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/ferguson-wasnt-black-rage-against-
copsit-was-white-rage-against-progress/2014/08/29/3055e3f4-2d75-11e4-bb9b-
997ae96fad33_story.html?utm_term=.c85fa5f5bad8
Carter, D. T. (2000). The politics of rage: George Wallace, the origins of new conservatism, and the transformation of 
American politics (2nd ed.). Delran, NJ: Simon & Schuster.
Chappell, B. (2016, September 21). Black men may have cause to run from police, Massachusetts high court says. NPR. 

Retrieved from http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2016/09/21/494900984/black-men-may-have-cause-to-run-from-police-massachusetts-high-court-says

Jeyapal, D. (2017). The evolving politics of race and social work activism: A call across borders. Social Work, 62(1), 45-

52.
King, M. L. (1963). Letters from a Birmingham jail. Retrieved from http://mlk-
kpp01.stanford.edu/kingweb/liberation_curriculum/pdfs/letterfrombirmingham_wwcw.pdf
Urban Justice. (2008). Race realities in New York City. Retrieved from 
http://www.ushrnetwork.org/sites/default/files/26_new_york.pdf 

Class 9:  Social and Economic Rights
March 30:  President Trump Day 69 in Office

Newsletter due

Topics:

· Housing
· Food Security

· Rights-based approaches to examining social protection policies

Bring to class:

· Photographs

READ IN ADVANCE:
Libal, K. R., & Harding, S. (2015). More than a commodity: The right to adequate housing. In Human rights-based 
approaches to community practice in the United States (pp. 39-60). New York: Springer.
Libal, K. R., & Harding, S. (2015). Building a movement to recognize food security as a human right in the United 
States. In Human rights-based 
approaches to community practice in the United States (pp. 61-78). New York: 
Springer.

Witnesses to Hunger. (2012). A positive partnership: Advice from Witnesses to Hunger on engaging your community 
in advocacy. Retrieved from 
http://www.centerforhungerfreecommunities.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/General%20Advice%20Toolkit%2
0for%20Conference%20copy2.pdf

Relevant international treaties:

United Nations. (1966). International covenant on economic, social and cultural rights. Retrieved from 

http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/cescr.aspx

Recommended reading: 

Androff, D. (2016). Human rights-based approaches to poverty. In Practicing rights: Human rights-based approaches to 
social work practice (pp. 50-70). New York: Routledge.

Mishra, R. (2005). Social rights as human rights: Globalizing social protection. International Social Work, 48(1), 9-20.
New York University International Human Rights Clinic. (2013). Nourishing change: Fulfilling the right to food in the 
United States. Retrieved from: http://chrgj.org/wpcontent/uploads/2013/05/130527_Nourishing-Change.pdf
Social Justice Coalition. (2012). 16 million without basic sanitation on human rights day. Retrieved from 

http://www.sjc.org.za/posts/16-million-without-basic-sanitation-on-human-rights-day
Staub-Bernasconi, S. (2007). Economic and social rights: The neglected human rights. In E. Reichert (Ed.), Challenges in 
human rights (pp. 138-161). New York: Columbia University Press.

United Nations. (2013). Report of the Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights, Ms. Maria Magdalena 
Sepúlveda Carmona on the right to participation of people living in poverty. Retrieved from: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Poverty/Pages/AnnualReports.aspx
Class 10:  Immigrant Rights
April 6:  President Trump Day 76 in Office

Topics:

· Rights of immigrants, asylum-seekers and refugees
· Undocumented student movement
· Sanctuary cities and campuses
READ IN ADVANCE:
Ansari, A. (2016, June 24). Why Trump makes me scared for my family. New York Times. Retrieved from 
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/06/26/opinion/sunday/aziz-ansari-why-trump-makes-me-scared-for-my-
family.html?_r=0

Sasko, C. (2016, December 1). Toomey calls on Trump to punish Philly, other sanctuary cities. Philadelphia 
Retrieved from http://www.phillymag.com/news/2016/12/01/toomey-trump-sanctuary-cities/

Soltis, L. E. (2015). From freedom schools to Freedom University: Liberatory education, interracial and 
intergenerational dialogue, and the undocumented student movement in the U.S. South, Souls, 17(1-2), 20-
53.
Vargas, C. (2016, December 6). Kenney doubles down on Philadelphia's sanctuary city status. Retrieved from 
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/politics/20161207_Kenney_doubles_down_on_Philadelphia_s_Sanctuar
y_City_status.html
Relevant international treaties:

United Nations. (1951; 1967). Convention and protocol relating to the status of refugees. Retrieved from 


http://www.unhcr.org/3b66c2aa10.html
United Nations. (1990). International convention on the protection of the rights of all migrant workers and members of 


their families. Retrieved from http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cmw/cmw.htm

Recommended reading: 

Androff, D. (2012). Deaths in the desert: The human rights crisis on the U.S.-Mexico border. Social Work, 52(2), 165-

173.

Blake, J. (2010). Commentary, Welcoming women: Recent changes in U.S. Asylum Law, Michigan Law Review First 

Impressions, 109(58), 71-75.
Center for Gender & Refugee Studies. (n.d.). Background on gender and asylum issues. Retrieved from: 

http://cgrs.uchastings.edu/background.php
Center for Gender & Refugee Studies (n.d.). Fauziya Kassindja & the struggle for gender asylum. Retrieved from: 


http://cgrs.uchastings.edu/about/kasinga.php
Healy, L. (2007). Universalism and cultural relativism in social work ethics. International Social Work, 51(1), 11-26.

Humphries, B. (2004). An unacceptable role for social work: Implementing immigration policy. British Journal of Social 

Work, 34(1), 93-107.
Mangan, K. (2016, November 23). 'We want to show President Trump that we're not afraid.' The Chronicle for Higher 
Education. Retrieved from http://www.chronicle.com/article/We-Want-to-Show-President/238487

Vongkhampra, E.G., Davis, C., & Adem, N. (2010). The resettling process: A case study of a Bantu refugee’s journey to 

the USA. International Social Work, 54(2), 246-257.
Class 11:  Sustainability
April 13:  President Trump Day 83 in Office

Letter to elected official due
Topics:
· Ecological social work

· Global warming

· Self-care in human rights and social work

READ IN ADVANCE:
Davenport, C. (2016, December 19). Climate change and the incoming Trump administration. New York Times. 
Retrieved from http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/12/19/us/politics/climate-change-trump-
administration.html

Lee, J. J.,  & Miller, S. E. (2013). A self-care framework for social workers: Building a strong foundation for 
practice. Families In Society, 94(2), 96-103.
Philip, D., & Reisch, M. (2015). Rethinking social work’s interpretation of ‘environmental justice’: From local to 
global. 
Social Work Education, 34(5), 471-483.
Relevant international goals:
United Nations. (2015). Sustainable development goals. Retrieved from https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs
Recommended reading: 

Blanchetiere, P. (2006). Resilience of humanitarian workers. Retrieved from 

http://www.dochas.ie/Shared/Files/4/resilience-of-aid-workers.pdf
Gray, M., & Coates, J. (2015). Changing gears: Shifting to an environmental perspective in social work education. Social 
Work Education, 34(5), 502-512.
Lindland, E. Fond, M., Haydon, A., & Kendall-Taylor, N. (2015). Nature doesn't pay my bills: Mapping the gaps between 
expert and public understandings of urban nature and health. Retrieved from 
http://frameworksinstitute.org/assets/files/Employment/TKF_mtg_fullreport_final_2015.pdf
Matthies, A., & Narhi, K. (2016). Conceptual and historical analysis of ecological social work. In J. McKinnon 
& M. Alston, Ecological social work: Towards sustainability. Palgrave.
Tagles, H. D., & Idrovo, A. J. (2012). Biodiversity and mental health. In G. A. Lameed (Ed.), Biodiversity enrichment in a 
diverse world (pp. 211-232). Open Access: InTech. Retrieved from 
http://www.intechopen.com/books/biodiversity-enrichment-in-a-diverse-world
Yassen, J. (1995). Preventing secondary traumatic stress disorder. In C. R. Figley (Ed.). Compassion fatigue: Coping with 
secondary traumatic stress disorder in those who treat the traumatized (pp. 178-208). NY: Brunner/Mazel.

Class 12:  Business Ethics
April 20:  President Trump Day 90 in Office

Topics:
· Corporate influences on public policy
· Personal conflicts in the Trump administration 

READ IN ADVANCE:

DeLuca-Acconi, R. A. (2016). Empowering social workers to transform the dominant narrative: Advocating for 
human rights over corporate profits. Journal of Human Rights and Social Work.
Drutman, L. (2015, April 20). How corporate lobbyists conquered American democracy. The Atlantic. Retrieved 
from http://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2015/04/how-corporate-lobbyists-conquered-american-
democracy/390822/

Fitzgerald, T. (2017, January 15). Trump family advisers: 'Probably legal… not wise politically.' Philadelphia 
Inquirer. Retrieved from 
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/politics/presidential/20170115_Trump_family_advisers___Probably_leg
al_______not_wise_politically_.html
Levine, B. E. (2011, April 4). The missing piece in the battle for U.S. Democracy. The Huffington Post. Retrieved 
from http://www.huffingtonpost.com/bruce-e-levine/the-missing-piece-in-the-_b_844077.html

Relevant international principles:

United Nations. (2011). Guiding principles on business and human rights. Retrieved from 
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/GuidingPrinciplesBusinessHR_EN.pdf
Recommended reading: 
Bessen, J. (2016, May 26). Lobbyists are behind the rise in corporate profits. Harvard Business Review. Retrieved from 
https://hbr.org/2016/05/lobbyists-are-behind-the-rise-in-corporate-profits

Heineman, B. W. (2016, April 1). Corporations need a better approach to public policy. Harvard Business Review. 
Retrieved from https://hbr.org/2016/04/corporations-need-a-better-approach-to-public-policy

Levine, B. E. (2011, March 16). The myth of U.S. democracy and the reality of U.S. corporatocracy. The Huffington Post. Retrieved from http://www.huffingtonpost.com/bruce-e-levine/the-myth-of-us-democracy-corporatocracy_b_836573.html

Weiss, G.  (2013). Policy practice in practice: The inputs of social workers in legislative committees. Social Work, 58(4), 304-313.

UN News Centre. (2017, January 13). UN rights chief urges executives gathering in Davos to stand up for human 
rights. 
Retrieved from http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=55959#.WHk5XvkrL4Z

Class 13:  Foreign Relations
April 27:  President Trump Day 97 in Office

Topics:
· International social work

· Relationships with foreign governments (developed and developing nations)
READ IN ADVANCE:

Human Rights Watch. (2017). World report 2017: Demagogues threaten human rights: Trump, European populists 
foster bigotry, discrimination. Retrieved from https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/01/12/world-report-2017-
demagogues-threaten-human-rights (Watch the two brief videos imbedded within the page)
Libal, K. R., & Harding, S. (2015). Community practice, fostering participation, and human rights. In Human 
rights-based approaches to community practice in the United States (pp. 79-84). New York: Springer.
Twohey, M., & Eder, S. (2017, January 16). For Trump, three decades of chasing deals in Russia. New York Times. 
Retrieved from https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/16/us/politics/donald-trump-russia-
business.html?ribbon-ad-
idx=3&rref=politics&module=Ribbon&version=context&region=Header&action=click&contentCollection
=Politics&pgtype=article
Wronka, J. (2016). Sharing my story: Representing social work at the UN and select human rights activism. 
Journal of Human Rights and Social Work, 1(1), 50-60.
Recommended reading: 
Columbia Office of Career Services. (2014). Career opportunities in human rights. Retrieved from 
https://sipa.columbia.edu/system/files/Career%20Op%20Human%20Rights.pdf

Ingrao, C. (2015, April 20). Specialize abroad: A career in international social work [blog post]. Retrieved from 
https://socialwork.simmons.edu/specialize-abroad-a-career-in-international-social-work/
Lander, M. (2017, January 12). Human rights group portrays U.S. as major threat, citing Trump. New York Times. 
Retrieved from https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/12/us/politics/human-rights-watch-trump.html?smid=tw-
nytnational&smtyp=cur&_r=2 
Wronka, J., & Staub Bernasconi, S. (2012). Human rights. In K. Lyons, T. Hokenstad, M. Pawar, N. Huegler, & N. Hall 
(Eds.), The Sage Handbook of International Social Work (pp. 70-84). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publishers.

Class 14:  PhotoVoice Community Exhibition
May 4:  President Trump Day 106 in Office


Details for the exhibition will be provided in class
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